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of the hand, and sprinkled it towards the four cardinal
points, they merely threw up a few drops into their faces,
like bathers who amuse themselves on the beach as they
enter the shallow waves. I ought to add besides, that
they never forgot to pull out at least one hair for every
sin they had committed.
A good many deserved to come forth bald from the
waters of the Phalgou !
So vehement were the watery gambols of the faithful,
as they plunged hither and thither, that the alligators in
terror fled to the opposite bank. There they remained in
a row, staring with their dull sea-green eyes at the noisy
crowd which had invaded their domain, and making the
air resound with the snapping of their formidable jaws.
The pilgrims paid no more attention to them than if they
had been harmless lizards.
It was time to leave these singular devotees, who were
getting ready to enter Kailas, which is the paradise of
Brahm ; so we went up the river and returned to our
encampment.
Breakfast awaited us ; and the rest of the day, which was
excessively hot, passed without incident.
Towards the evening Captain Hood went out shooting,
and brought in some game.
Meantime, as we were to start at daybreak, Storr,
K&louth, and Goumi, took in supplies of wood and water$